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Along heeastern edge of the Coginchaug River, south of the confluence of the
Coginchaug and Mattabesett Rivers, inthe North End of Middletown, Conneticut, lie
20.8acres of floodpkin land, currently known s the CBalafia Property.O This propety
has been in the handsof the Salafia family since December, 1967 when it was Qorveyed
to Philip Salafiaand Angdina Salafia from Walton E Donshued(Middletown Land
Records Volume 355 p. 111) Theproperty isimmediately to the west of, and
separated by a steep and woodel hillside from Saint JohnO&Romen Caholic Cemetery,
which gts dong he western edge of Johrson Sreet. If one were looking at a street map
and imagined Soring Sreet and North Main Sreet extending all theway to the
Coginchaug Rwer, the Propaty would bealong he River beween the extensonsof
those two dreets. The Propaty iswithin about800 feet of the ste of MiddletownOs
closed Municipal Landfill andwithin 10 feet of the adjacent former Remington Rand
indugrial complex.
The swampy wetland where the Propety liesis situaed at the southwest edge of

the496-acre Cromwell Meadows State Wildlife Area, an areawhich has been areated
over time by the overflow of the Coginchaug and Mattabesett Rivers, andwhichis

hebitat for several state-listed plant and animal species,Ginduding Ghe state-endangered

American Bittern, and the sate-threatened blue-winged teal. Thearea provides important



habitat for migrating wood duds, black ducks, teal, and nesting wood dicks. American
shad, blueback herring, aewives, and ohe fish migrae from the ocean to awn inthe
rivers. In adition, ®vera rare plant species occur in the area (Brawerman, 1998 p. 11).

For along, bng itme, humansand thar activities have affected the meadows and
floodpkin land where the Sdlafia Propetty is now sStuaed. According o achaeologist
Nicholas Bellantoni, Conneticut Qvas probebly notice free uniil abou 16,000 yers
ago.O Eventudly tundra grasses and mega-faunainvaded the region, and fossil evidence
indicates tha, at some point, there were mastodonsand aribou (p. 2).1t may have been
humanswho were eventudly responsble for the extinction of hose animals. Jared
Diamond reported that the Americas were QorigindlyOfull of big mammals, including
elephants, horss, lions cheetahs camels, and giant doths (p. 46). Although ho big
mammals had aurvived theendsof 22 preiousice ages, they became extind arourd
13,000 yers ago, nottoolong dter the arrival of humansthroughoutthe Americas.
Diamond siggested that human huners, expanding uthward through he Americas,
may have foundthose animals easy to Kkill, as they (theanimals) had never seen humans
previoudy (p. 45, 46, 47, 48, or 49).

It was probaly about10,000 ars ago, as thelast glacial ice retreated from
Conneticut, that humansfirst settled along the Mattabesett and Cognchaug and rivers
(Brawerman, p. 5). Over the next 9,000 ears, the climate warmed, plant and animal life
became more diverse, and the humansin the area developed an ever more technologically
advanced and dally more complex system of survival. Although here may notbe any
recorded evidence as to the uses which the first humansin the area made of the

Coginchaug Rver and the floodphin land tha would become the Salafia Property,



archaeological research has suggested anumber of credibleimages. Archaeologist
Nicholas Bellantoni reported that, by about 7,000 yers ago, there were @i shing camps
[in Conneticut] adjacent to naura waterfalls or where Qivers narrow or bend, . . .
excellent places for capturing £hools of anadromousfish migraing upsream to pavn in
the springQ(p. 4). Such ariver could hare been the Cognchaug. In addition, Bélantoni
reported evidence of Gurting and gathering camps established near meadows, marshes,
and oher open stes during the summer to exploit wild vegetables and animalsO(p. 4.
Such an area could have been the Cromwell Meadows. Archaeologist Roge Mod ler
(2006)reported evidence tha humens of tha time had tools for Gielling and limbing trees,
for making dugoutanoes from large logs and for roughy shaping loggand evidence
that they used @i shingimplements for neting, hooking, $earing, and trapping large
nurbers of fish.O Perhapsthey put their canoes into the Coginchaug River from the
Salafia Propaty.

According to Bdlantoni, by aou 1,000 \ears ago, On the flooddains of the river
valleysO[in Conneticut], humans had established large Grillages centered around
agriculturd fieldOwith Gacres of maize and aher plantsO(1999,p. 6). If Mary
GuiletteD1979) ondusonsfor southern New England gply, Chuning, fishing, and
gathering were supplementary activities in a predominantly hotticultural economyO(p. Cl
5). After the seasonal havest, people moved to temporay villages in the forest to hunt
CGCome winter, they removed to more subgantial villagesin awarm valley or ome
protected place close to firewood. Cone ringtime, groups. . . noved to fishing gations
to take advantage of spawning fish beore returning to their summer settlements around

the cornfieldsO(p. Cl 6).



About 39 years ago, Dutch traders arrived in the area and found people who
called themselves the Mattabesic living dong he Coginchaug and Mattabesett Rivers
(Brawerman, p. 5). English settlers began to arive about 376 years ago, coming from the
Bay Colony and Hymouth Colony in Massachustts. They soon established a settlement
in the area known today as MiddletownOdNorth End. According o Elizabeth Warner
When Main Sreet was laid out soon dter thefirst settlers arrived, the
proprietors choe its northern end for the core of ther settlement. A fresh
spring was nearby, and the ground vas devated enoughto proect land
from the yearly rising oftheriver. The meeting house was built near Main
StreetOsntersection with the road to the oring (Soring Sreet) in 1652,
and nodg families clugered nearby (1990,p. 78).

Those familiar with the streets in MiddletownO$North End will recognize that that

settlement was probaly on e edge of the floodpkin land tha would become the Salafia

Propaty.

Unfortunaely, the Dutch and Engish braughtdiseases to which the people
aready in thearea had no resistance. Bytheend of he 163334 winter, the indigenous
popuktion ofthe Conneticut River valey had been reduced from over 8,000 b less than
2,000 peple, snalpox beng amajor killer (Wikipedia History of Conneticut, 2005).
There were aso some violent conflicts beween the indigenouspeople and the Engish
settlers. By 1680 here were nly 1,000Mattabesic left in Conneticut,Oand, by1800,
only 77 (Lee Sultzman, 2002).

TheEnglish ttlers took ove @helandsof the Mattabesic tribes adjoining the
Conneticut River and the coastline of western ConneticutO(Sultzman, 2002) and
trandormed the area into afarming region. In theyear which the English countd as

A.6510they declared the area known as MM attabeseckOto bea Qown,Oand, in the year

they couned as A.6530they approved that the name of the QPlantaytion shal bee called



MiddletownO(Perkins, Prue, and Kosnski, 1996, p. 17). Atha time, the area of
Middletown induded the towns known today as Cromwell, Porttand, Middlefield, and
East Hampton as well as the City of Middetown. According o Peter Hall (1981) There
was G nudeus of thirty familieswho . . . id outhorre lots and dvided adjacent
meadows, fields, and woodlots among hemselvesO(p. 8).

By the latter part of the 1600Q3vliddletownOgarmers were obtaining awide
variety of goodsfrom Europeand the West Indies, ayingOfor them with lumber,
livestock, corn, and fish (Schoenfeld Assodates, 1968, p. 6). Midletown hal become an
internaiond port, and ipping and $ip building had been established as important
indugries (p. 6). In time, however, sugainability issues arose. According o Peter Hall
(1981),@By thefirst decade of the nineteenth century, Middesex Couny was in thegrips
of afull-blown ecological disaster caused by ovepopuktion and intensve
commercidized agricultureO(p. 11). Hil reported that, in 1819 the Reverend David
Dudley Field reported in a Statistical Account of Middlesex County tha

Wood, thebasic material with which the population condructed its houss
and the basic fud for heating and cooking, had become so scarce asto be
prohibitively expendve. The destruction of woodlandsby money-hungry
farmers supplying demandsfor cordwoodin New York and imber in the
West Indies, and the ruination of paturdandsby sheepN in great numbers
to upply the naionOsiew and growng textileindugryN were causng
drainageand eoson protbems. The areawhich hal one been remarkably
healthy, was bang ravaged by gpidemic diseasesN yellow fever, typhus
and dholera. . . raced to commerce, povety, and dranage prodems (pp.
11-12).

Many left the Middletown area. According © Braverman, Orhe availability of
more fertile landsin western New Y ork, norbern Chio and Renng/lvanialed to themass

abandonnent [of farms] and [a] great migration of Conneticut farmers duringthe

180088(p. 6)



A new econony was emerging, hovever. Brawerman reported that Orhose who
stayed [in Middletown] worked in the many factories that were springing upalong te
rivers and dreams . . .Q(p. 6). The Coginchaug River was a part of the change Its
Qentral and nathern sctions. . . had enough $opefor power generationO(p. 6). Thus
at thetime of theWar of 1812 two pistol factories were established, ore on each sde of
the Coginchaug, aboutone mile up tiver from the Salafia Property.

In 1848, Chdes Alsop and ®vera other Middletown men organized the
Middletown Ralroad, and,in the spring o 1849, hey built aine-mileline from
Middletown to the Hartford and New Haven main track at BerlinO(Turne and Jcobus
p.24). ThePrice, Lee, & Conpany Map o the City of Middetown, dded 1888, Bows
the tracks leaving Bridge Street at the base of Portland Sreet, dong the Conrecticut
River, and gong across the northeast endsof Grove Street, High Sreet, and bhnon
Street and then across the Cognchaug River, differentiating the flood pkin where the
Salafia Propaty would lie from the rest of Cromwell Meadows.

It is probable that part of wha is now the Salafia Propaty was the location of a
factory duringthefinal quarter of the nineteenth century. In 1875, homas Kelly and
two patners organized the EbonyLamp Black Conpany, building afactory near the
corng of Johnon and Soring greets (Canmemorative Biogrghical Record of Middlesex
County Conneticut, Part Il, 1903, p. 933) Tha location would hare putthe factory very
close to, if not right onthe Salafia Propaty. Furthermore, the Land Recordsof the City
of Middletown indicate tha the Salafia Property indudes two parcels one owned by tha
same Thomes Kelly. Findly, the Price, Lee, & Conpany Map daed 1900 sows aroad

way designaed as (orivate roadOrunning along he southernmost edge of the GR.



Catholic CemeteryOdown towards the Coginchaug River, a the southermost edge of
wha would bethe Salafia Propety. At theend of ha road way, thereis a symbol for a
structureidentified as GEBONY LAMPBLACK FACTORY.O
According 1o the freedictionary.com (2005), lampblack is Gine soot collected
from incompletely burnel carboreceousmaterials.O It was Qused as a pigment andin
matches, explosves, lubricants, and fetilizers.O According © longime Middletown
resident Bernard Prue (2006), he term QampblackOwas originally developed in response
to the observation that black soot formed on the glass of kerosenelanterns. Prue said tha
the Ebony Lamp Black Conpany manufactured lampblack by hanging sheets of glass
abovesmoky wicks. Accordingto the articles of incorporation forthe Conpany, printed
in aMiddletown nevspaper called the Penny Rress,Oon July 12, 1890 the Ebony Lamp
Black Conpany dso manufactured GCreosoteOand distilled od TarO(p. 2).
As more people established residences in tha pat of the North End, the factory
cameto bedefined as anuisance. On April 2, 1895 the Penny RressOreported that
MiddletownOs
QAlderman Ryan, of the committee on tealth and nuiance, reported an
investigation of [d complaint made aganst the Ebony Lampblack factory.
Alderman Ryan foundthat when the factory was in full opeation, apall
settled over tha neghbahood ha made an Egyptian darkness look white
in contrast. A white shirt may behung ot on aline in that vicinity and
taken in later resemblingthe garb of a convict.

No action was taken by the Conmittee that day, buttime and changing technology

eventudly resolved the problem. By 1905 the Ebony Lamp Black Conpany no longer

appeared in the city directory of dreet addresses, and the factory dd na appear a all on

thePrice, Lee, & Conpany map of 1914.



ThePrice, Lee, & Conpany map of 1925shows a symbol for agtructure
designaed as a (BEWAGE DISPOSAL PLANT,Ooff the end of Gatherine Street, near
the Coginchaug River. The map does notoffer fine spatial precision, butthe location of
tha plant appears to right on the flooddain land tha would become the Salafia Property.
According 1o a1969 eport by Cahn Engineers, MiddletownOarliest sewer system
(dating bak to 1869)was in the downtown pat of the City, and there were no ngjor
extengonsof the system beyond te downtown area untl the 1930sand 19609p. 12.
Although afew of the pipes tha took swage from the northwest part of Middletown had
been putin between 1900 ad 1920, nog of the pipesin tha part of the City were put in
between 1950 ad Qhe presentO(the (oresent, Oat the time of the Cahn Engineers Report,
beng 1969).

In 1955, dout100 feet from the point where Johnon Sreet crosses North Main
Street, asmall brick building was condructed on bhn®n Sreet, right on theedgeof the
Salafia Propaty. Tha building houses the Gohnsn Sreet Pumping Sation.O According
to the Cahn Engineers Report, the Johnon Sreet Pumping Sation was pat of the
Coginchaug Rver Valley Drainage Area (Drawing A-2). Tha Drainage Areainduded
humerousingances of catch basing surface inlets, and bulding sorm drainsOconrected
to the sanitary sewers, and those Gtorm and dranage connetionscaused surcharging . . .
[and] oveflows to nearby dreams and rivers, and even owerflows from manhde covers at
times of heavy rainfallO(p. 8).

It was during that same period, the 19500tha Phillip and Angdina Salafiaand
ther childrenlived in ahou® on CGitherine Street, overlooking the Coginchaug Rver and

the Propeaty tha carries thar family name today. In atelephoneconvesation on May 10,



2006,their son Phil recalled his boyhoodexperiences there. ('here were dmost notrees
down there,Ohe said, Qust a few intermittent osks, Gwampmaple,Oand cottonwood
You hal theriver and the overflow.O Phil and other Gkids used to svim in pook of water
down there,0and, duing the winter, (kids skated on heice.O He said that Orhere were a
couple of pringgand a few willow treeswith vines. Ider guysput ropes on hetrees
and svung outover apool of water andlet go. Itwas ten to fifteen feet desp.O There
were many flowers, induding Qvild orchidswhich children brough to their mothers.O
Phil also said that the area was Gull of turtle and deer and bear,Oand that there were
Onuskrats and plenty of fish: carp from the Conneticut River, yellow perch, johnry fish,
and freshwater eels.O He said tha his father Qook Cap from down there and plnted itO
in the garden of ther yard on Catherine Street, telling Fhil @he old dories of howthe
Olndingd hd uged fish for fertilizer.O Phil said, &Y ou an find arrow heads down there,
and keletons and kulls.O

Asked aboutthe EbonyLamp Black Conpany, Fhil said that he had never seen
any dgn of abuilding or factory on he Propaty. QAs akid, we never found ay dd
foundaions The Propaty was al land and water, never astructure O

Whether or nd there ever was afactory on the Salafia Propety, it is highly
probale that the Propaty has been dfected by the variousways in which peope have
used the Coginchaug River and the wetlands @ its end ove theyears. Theformer
Remington Rand indugrial site sits on theedgeof that wetland, within 1000feet of the
Salafia Propaty. In 1897, hat site was the location ofthe Keating Wheel Company
which manufactured bicycles and ®me of the naionOSirst motorcycles. As of 1903, he

facility was opaated bythe Eisenhuth Horseless Vehicle Canpany which manufactured



automobiles. From 1912 b 1934the facility was opaated by the Noiseless Typewriter
Company. Tha company was boughtoutby Ramington Randin 1934 Warner, p. 149).
After several years of labor-management conflict, Rand dosed the plant and noved it to
New York, in 1936 (Warner, p. 149).

According 1o aCRemedial Action RanOprepared by Vanasse Hangen Brudlin
(VHB) in 2000, a0Phase | Environmental Site Assessment,Odaed April 6, 1993 there
were numerousindicationsof contamination and haardouswastes at the former
Remington Rand site (p. 3). Inaddition, there were indicationsthat Ondudrial wastes,
indudingink, carbon, wax, ail, detergents, acetone, dye and nickel [had] been
historically discharged to the Mattabesset River and the City sewer systemO(VHB, p. 3).
On lune21, 1997, @Phase |l Environmental Site AssessmentOindicated @nercury
containing fluorescent tubes and vaporlampsand residud heavy metal dug within the
Site building<D(VHB, p. 4). In Augug, 1998, alPhase |Il Subsurface InvestigaionO
found avariety of fill materials in the Northeast Utilities right-of-way porton of the site
[the outside Quaste disposal aread), including: ash, dnders, glass, automotive parts,
metal scraps, ceramic pieces, condruction materials (brick, wood, tle), and fdasticO
(VHB: p. 5). In addition, QAutomotive wastes (ruged vehicle bodies and buied
automotive parts) were observed in the eastern corne of the propetyO(VHB: p. 5).

Even doser to the Sdafia Propaty dtstheclosed City of Middetown Municipd
Landfill. Accordingto a2005 eportby aQyroup of Wesleyan University sudentsO
conduding research for an @nvironmental geochemistry dass,Othat area was an
abandoneal 15-acre clay pit, in the 1940s sitting on avedgeof land beween the

Coginchaug and Mattabesset RiversO(Bailey, p. 1). The students reported that the pit
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was used for durmping which induded a Gnix of municipa and indudrial trashO(Bailey,
p. 1).

Over the next fifty years, thelandscape of the area changed dramaticaly. Some
of tha changewas captured in phobgrgphs. In the offices of the Depatment of Public
Worksof the City of Midd etown, there are some black-and-white aerial phobgragphs of
the City, induding thearea that became the landfill. A phobgrgh from Augug 2, 1951
shows adull gray, undifferentiated area, more or less indistinguishable from the wetland
al aroundit. A phobgrah fram April 17, 198Q shows an unpaved drive way entering
the area, and shadows which suggest that the area was no longe flat. A Topograhic
Map of The City of Middetown, baed onthe aerial phdogrgphsfrom that same day,
shows aheaght of 40.4 fest above sea level there. A phobgraph fromMarch 26, 183
shows tha an even more obviousdrive way entered thearea and then lit off into
several more narow drive ways. In aldition, there were more shadows in the area,
suggesting more moundng and doping. A photogrgph from April 28, 1992shows even
more defined shadows than previoudy, suggesting greater heightand geeper dopes. A
phoogrgh of November 7, 1996shows tha thearea was clearly mounded with dak
shadows on itswest Sde. A Topogrghic Map of the City of Middetown, based onthe
aerial phobgraphstaken tha day, indicates tha thearea had reached a haght of 1083
feet. According © the sudents, the landfill was closed, in 1991 ,and the moundGvas
capped with clay, then topil, and seded with grassO(Bailey, p. 1).

In 2006, he moundof the closed landfill was so high that it provided what the
Eastern Conneticut Environmental Review Team (ECERT) would refer to as

Gypectacular views of the Cognchaug and Mattabessett Rivers and the Cromwel|
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Meadows wetlandD(2006: p. 6). Moreover, after comparing aeria phobgraphs of the
areain 1934and 1990, he ECERT conduded that there had been aGnassive amourt of
alterationto thelandsapeO(p. 25). The ECERT asserted that Qhe geography ofthearea,
and the accompanying wetland regimes, [had] been greatly dtered in [the previoud
several decades dueto the establishment and grovith of the landfillO(p. 25).

A duly 15,2006 nternet search of the Supeafund Informetion Systems at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) indicated tha the Midd etown Municipd
Landfill, dthough noton e National Priority List, held the status of CBite Reassessment
Start Needed O The Landfill had been the subject of an EPA QiiscoveryOon Bnuary 1,
1981, adPreliminary AssessmentOon March 1, 1983, ad aCSite IngpectionOon Cetober
10, 1991.

In addition,it isadso posible tha, for many years, theflooddain land that
indudesthe Salafia Propety has been contaminated by wha the Cognchaug River has
broughtto it. According o BrawermanOseport for the Middesex Couny Soil and
Water Congrvation District (1998) Orhe Coginchaug watershed is . . . farly urban, with
the impervioussurfaces that goalong with tha, roads roofs and paking lotstN all
surfaces that prevent Gain and s1ow from percolating into the soilOwhere they fall (p. 9)
Brawerman pointed outtha the greater the percent of rainfall tha is forced to flow above
groundin awatershed, themore pollutants are trangported directly into the river as
oppo=d to seping into the soil, Qvhere [they] can befiltered raturdlyO(p. 9). The
major polutants are pahogens (in bacteria), nutients (e.g. fromfertilizers, yard and
animal waste), sadiment, toxic contaminants (e.g. havy metals and pesticides), and

debris or litter (p. 9). Brawerman reported that testing condicted from 1993 b 199
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indicated that the levels of phoghorusin the Mattabesset and Cognchaug rivers
exceeded the Owarning flagOdvels (p. 21). She explained tha there are many human
sources of phophae, induding westewater treatment plants, runoff fromfertilized lawns
and aopland, failing onsde septic systems, and runoff fromanimal manure storage areas,
disturbed land areas and draned wetlands(p. 21). According o Braverman, excess
phogphoruscan accelerate the aging proess of ariver by causng diamatic increases in
aqudic plant growth and changes in the types of animals and plants tha live in the river
(p. 21). Shedso ponted ou tha, in the Coginchaug, fecal coliform levels exceeded the
goanmetric mean criterion in the Connecticut standads (pp. 22-23) and that enterococcus
[bacteria) levelswere high & dl stes where it was measured, except for the one
designaed bathing arealN the svimming pond @ Wadsworth Falls State Park (p. 23.
Findly, whatever contaminants may have ended up on he Sdafia Propaty from
and thenearby indugrial activities, theMunicipd Landfill, and thewatershed ofthe
Coginchaug Rwer, there probaly has been a least oneother source. On May 15, 2006,
therain had been faling on Mddletown for sveral days. The water was high on he
Salafia Propaty. The poles and towers supporing theelectrica power lines crossing
high &ovethe area a the southwest corneg of the Propaty were patially submerged.
Therain hed notmissed the steep hill coming down to the propety from Saint JohnOs
cemetery. Amidg thetrees onthat hill were automobile tires, empty motor oil containers,
twisted and rused metal shelves and @binets, geel drums, severa gasoline-powered type
lawnmowers, atelevision, severa plastic and metal budkets, a piece of atombsonefor

someonewho hal diedin 1876, ad many other discarded items. The concentration of
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these thingswas heaviest on te hillside between the end of Gatherine Street andthe

River.
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